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Sohn Won-pyung’s Counterattacks at Thirty 
Launched in the UK with Special Literary Talk 
 

 
 
 
The acclaimed Korean novel Counterattacks at Thirty by Sohn Won-pyung took centre stage at a 
special literature event hosted by the Korean Cultural Centre UK on Wednesday, 26 March 2025. 
 
Dr. Seunghye Sun, Director of the Korean Cultural Centre UK, had commented ahead of the event: 
“Korean culture today is illuminated by the memories of dazzling pasts. Through literary works like 
this, we invite audiences to reconnect with the spirit and passion of those times—when dreams of a 
new future were forged through moments of both hope and despair. We hope to explore a new 
aesthetic future of Korea, right here and now, through literature.” 
 
Originally published in 2017, Counterattacks at Thirty received the 5th Jeju 4.3 Peace Literary Award 
and resonated deeply with readers for its sharp, empathetic exploration of the challenges faced by a 
generation entering their thirties. Praised for its relatability and emotional depth, the novel gained 
international recognition and was awarded first place in the Translated Fiction category of Japan’s 
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2022 Honya Taisho (Booksellers’ Award). 
 
To celebrate the novel’s official UK release on 27 March 2025, the Korean Cultural Centre UK hosted 
a literary talk featuring the novel’s translator Sean Lin Halbert alongside acclaimed translator and 
author Anton Hur, known for his work on Cursed Bunny, Love in the Big City, and his own novel 
Toward Eternity. 
 
The conversation offered an in-depth look at the art of translation—unpacking the linguistic and 
cultural nuances of bringing Korean workplace life and generational themes to English-speaking 
readers. 
 
The event fostered a warm and engaging conversation, leaving readers with lasting impressions of 
Counterattacks at Thirty and the power of Korean literature to speak across cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details about ‘Counterattacks at Thirty: Translator Sean Lin Halbert in Conversation 
with Anton Hur’ , please visit kccuk.org.uk  
 

For further PRESS information, please contact pr@kccuk.org.uk | +44-020-7004-2600.  
A selection of press images is available from LINK.  
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Social Media 
Instagram: @kccuk 
Facebook: @KoreanCulturalCentreUK 
YouTube: @thekccuk 
Twitter: @KCCUK 
 

About Korean Cultural Centre UK (KCCUK) 

The Korean Cultural Centre UK, opened under the aegis of the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in 
the United Kingdom, aims to enhance friendship, amity, and understanding between Korea and the 
UK through cultural and educational activities. From the KCCUK's central London location near 
Trafalgar Square, our dedicated team works to expand cultural projects, strengthen cooperation with 
major arts organisations and partners, and encourage cultural exchange. 
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